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Introduction

This mini-play can be performed in a church service or would be ideal for a school assembly.  

Most of the parts are ideal for children but it may be better for adults to play the parts of 
Mother, Father and the Narrator.

The play is easy to run as most of the words are read by the Narrator so there are no lines 
to learn. The play also includes audience participation to add to the fun.

The words spoken by the Mother, Father and man/woman can be spoken either by the 
Narrator, or by the actors.

It needs a small team of actors who will have to rehearse it a little beforehand. 

•	 Narrator
•	 Mother
•	 Father
•	 At least 3 children for the family
•	 Additional children for the crowd
•	 Man (or woman)

Props

Vegetables (potato, cabbage, tomatoes, beans, eggplant)
Egg
School Books
Chairs
£5 note

Suggested stage directions are all in red but you can run it how you wish.  Enjoy the show!

The audience is asked to participate, as follows...

A play for Harvest time



When the Narrator says Amazing, the audience must all shout Wow!

When the Narrator says Horrible, the audience must all shout Oh No!

When the Narrator says Rain, the audience must all shout Whoosh Pitter Patter!

When the Narrator says Rescue, the audience must all shout Ding Dong, Ding Dong, Ding 
Dong!

When the Narrator says Smelly Manure, the audience must all shout Poo!

Get the audience to rehearse this before the play starts.

Audience directions

Stage directions

Let’s begin...
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Narrator: This is a story about an Amazing Harvest Rescue  

All the audience say Wow! and Ding Dong, Ding Dong, Ding Dong!

Once upon a time there was a family in Africa.      

Mother, father and 6 children enter, looking sad, and mime the actions

They were very poor, and they did not have enough food to eat. They had a small field.  But 
it did not grow much food.   So they were all hungry, all of the time.  
They rub their tummies

It was Horrible!         
All the audience say Oh No!

And they lived in a little house.   
The family walk into a circle of chairs

Sometimes it was very hot and dry.  
The family fans their faces

And sometimes it rained.      
All the audience say Whoosh Pitter Patter

And the roof leaked – plip plop, plip plop.   
The family hold out their hands and look upward

And they all got cold and wet. It was horrible !   
All the audience say Oh No!

One day, the Mother went into the field and pulled up just one small potato from the 
ground.   
She bends over and picks up a small potato

It was all they had.  So she cooked it carefully.         
She mimes cooking

And then they all shared it together.  
Slow sad eating

But afterwards they were still hungry.  
Sad rubbing of tummies
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And there was so little food they could only have one meal a day. It was horrible !     
All the audience say Oh No !

The children were very thin.   And they couldn’t go to school because the family didn’t have any 
money to pay for the school books. 
Children sit down

They were all very sad, and they didn’t know what to do. 
All look sad
Then one day something amazing happened.    
All the audience say Wow!

A man (or woman) came to see them.  
Walks onto stage

Man:  “I come from Send a Cow, and I’ve got a very important question to ask you.  Would you 
like to find out how to grow more vegetables and crops on your land ? Then you can rescue your 
harvest. And you can all have more food to eat.”            

All the audience say Ding Dong, Ding Dong, Ding Dong!

Isn’t that amazing !      
All the audience say Wow!

Narrator: And the family all said “Yes please.”

So the man asked them to come to a special place where they show people how to grow more 
food. And they all went off together.    
The man and the family all walk off stage.

Then some other children walk on from the other side of the stage, and sit down.

And the man and the family turn round and come back onto stage again, and the family sit 
down.

When they got there, there were some other people there as well, and they all sat down. And 
the man from Send a Cow said... 

Man: “I’m going to show you how to rescue your harvest”.  
 
All the audience say  Ding Dong, Ding Dong, Ding Dong!

“It will be hard work, but the results will be amazing”.  
 All the audience say Wow!
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Narrator: Then they all made a special vegetable garden.          
They push the chairs together into a circle 

And they planted some special seeds in their garden.  
Children crouch down on the floor in the middle of the chairs 
 
And they put lots of smelly manure onto the seeds. 
All the audience say Poo!   
Father mimes shoveling manure onto the children

Then they got a big water pipe.      
Father picks up an imaginary pipe   

And joined it up to a roof. And then it started to rain.   
All the audience say Whoosh Pitter Patter! 

And the water landed on the roof, and flowed down into the pipe, and flowed down into the 
garden, and what happened next? The little seeds all said “ Ooh lovely, now we can grow”.  
And they started to grow little shoots and little stems, and they started to grow taller and 
taller and taller.  
The children grow taller and taller.

And then something amazing happened.    
All the audience say Wow!

The cabbage plants started growing cabbages.      
Mother gives a cabbage to one child, who holds it up

And the tomato plants started growing tomatoes.     
Mother gives a tomato to one child, who holds it up

And the bean plants started growing beans.       
Mother gives a bean to one child, who holds it up

And the eggplants started growing eggs.   
 
Mother gives an egg to one child, then everyone shouts “No”, and she takes it back and gives 
the child an eggplant

Then the man from Send a Cow showed them some more things.   
They push the chairs aside, and give the vegetables back to mother

Man: “I’ll show you some other ways you can rescue your harvest”.   
All the audience say  Ding Dong, Ding Dong, Ding Dong!
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Narrator: And he showed them how to dig their fields.     
They all do digging action

And how to plant their crops.       
They all do planting action

He even showed them how to put smelly manure on their fields, to make the crops grow more.   
All the audience say Poo!

And then the family said goodbye to their friends and went home.    
All wave.  Everyone except family exits

And the family worked really hard.   And they did everything the man had said. They dig, plant, 
add manure.

And do you know what happened at the next harvest ?   It was amazing ! 
All the audience say Wow!       
The family crouch down

Their crops grew larger, and larger, and larger.     
The family stand up very slowly, and spread their arms wide

And eventually they had 4 times as much food as last year. 
How much ?   The family shout “4 times”

And their harvest was rescued. 
All the audience say Ding Dong, Ding Dong, Ding Dong!

So now they could eat 3 meals a day, for the first time ever.  How many ? 
The family shout “3 meals a day”

It was amazing !    
All the audience say Wow!

And they had so much food that they could sell some to other people in the village.  

Other children come back on stage and mime buying food.  
One member of the family receives a £5 note and waves it around.

And then they had enough money to mend the roof.  And then when it rained they didn’t get 
wet any more.   
All the audience say Whoosh Pitter Patter! 

And then they had money to buy some school books.    
Mother hands school books to children

And she gave the books to the children.  And the children were very happy.   
Children are happy
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So she kissed them goodbye, and they went off to school for the first time ever.  
The children start to walk off stage, as they all wave, and then freeze

And that is the end of the story, and the beginning of a new life for just one family in Africa. 
For them, it was completely utterly fantastically mind-bogglingly amazing!  
All the audience say Wow!

The Family all wave, and then freeze again

So listen.  There are lots of sad families, all over Africa, who only have enough food for one 
meal a day. But we can help them to have an Amazing Harvest Rescue.

We can help Send A Cow to teach them new skills. And to give them seeds and tools. And then 
they will be able to grow their own food. And have enough for 3 meals every day. And their 
lives will be transformed forever.

Goodbye everyone.   
All wave, and exit


